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SUBJECT: SECRETARY FOR CDU/CSU PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 
ARRESTED FOR ESPIONAGE 

1 . ON MARCH 2, 54 YEAR OLD HANNELIESE REGGENTIN, 

FORMER EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TO CDU/CSU FRAKTION LEADER 
RAINER BARZEL, WAS ARRESTED ON SUSPICION OF ESPIONAGE. 
MRS. REGGENTIN HAS BEEN RECENTLY WORKING AS A SECRETARY 
IN THE OFFICE OF MANFRED ABELEIN, SPEAKER FOR THE 
CDU/CSU OPPOSITION ON INTER-GERMAN MATTERS. 

2. ACCORDING TO DPA, MRS. REGGENTIN WAS UNDERGOING A 
ROUTINE BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION WHEN IT WAS 
DISCOVERED THAT HER 51 YEAR OLD HUSBAND, RUDOLF, HAD 
BEEN MISSING SINCE FEBRUARY 4. STATE SECURITY AUTHOR- 
ITIES WERE THEN CALLED IN. RUDOLF REGGENTIN, A WORK- 
MAN BY TRADE, IS NOW SUSPECTED OF BEING AN AGENT FOR 
THE GDR. HE IS REPORTEDLY OF GERMAN BACKGROUND (FROM 
AN AREA NOW PART OF THE GDR), AND IMMIGRATED FROM 
FRANCE TO THE FRG IN 1968. HE MARRIED HANNELIESE IN 
1969. 
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3. MRS. REGGENTIN WORKED FOR BARZEL SINCE 1963 IN 
VARIOUS CAPACITIES AND HAD ACCESS TO SENSITIVE DOCU- 
MENTS RELATING TO EAST- WEST RELATIONS. 

SECURITY CHECKS. REPORTEDLY DONE ON HER IN 1969 AND 
AGAIN IN 1975, HAD REVEALED NO NEGATIVE INFORMATION. 
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4. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, HER OFFICE WAS SEARCHED 
AND INCRIMINATING MATERIALS WERE FOUND INCLUDING A 
PRIVATE TELEPHONE BOOK WITH ENCRYPTED DDR TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS. AUTHORITIES ARE STILL INVESTIGATING THE 
EXTENT OF HER INVOLVEMENT IN ANY ESPIONAGE 
ACTIVITIES. 

5. COMMENT: THIS INCIDENT FOLLOWS LESS THAN A YEAR 
AFTER ANOTHER CDU LEADER - HEINRICH BOEX, HEAD OF THE 
CDU'S FOREIGN RELATIONS OFFICE IN BONN - WAS 
COMPROMISED (ALTHOUGH HE WAS LATER CLEARED) WHEN HIS 
FORMER SECRETARY WAS PICKED UP AS A GDR AGENT. (SEE 
BONN 8416, DATED MAY 17. 1976). EDITORIALS ARE HIGH- 
LIGHTING THE DISCLOSURE AS ANOTHER INDICATION OF THE 
DANGEROUS SITUATION IN WHICH THE FRG FINDS ITSELF AND 
QUOTING FEDERAL PROSECUTOR SIEGRIED 

BUBACK'S FEAR THAT THE FRG IS REACHING THE POINT WHERE 
ITS ABILITY TO ACT IS BEING PARAI.Y7.ED- BUBACK SAID HE 
TENDED TO AGREE WITH HONECKER THAT THE GDR DID, IN 
FACT, HAVE BETTER SPIES. CASH 
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